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Most Kentucky adults favor raising
minimum age to buy tobacco to 21
The Kentucky Health Issues
Poll (KHIP), sponsored by
Interact for Health and the
Foundation for a Healthy
Kentucky, asked Kentucky adults
their opinions about raising
the minimum legal age to buy
tobacco to 21. Policies limiting
access to tobacco products
can deter young people from
starting to use tobacco. In the
long term, these policies will
reduce the incidence of tobaccorelated health problems and
overall smoking rates.1 In 2016,
KHIP found that 21% of Kentucky
adults reported being current
cigarette smokers.
California and Hawaii have raised
the minimum legal age to buy
tobacco products to 21.2

Most Kentucky adults
favor raising age to 21
Nearly 6 in 10 Kentucky adults
(58%) favored raising the legal
age to buy tobacco to 21. This
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Products, March 2015. Accessed Dec. 21, 2016,
from http://bit.ly/29rpH98.
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Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, Increasing
the Minimum Legal Sale Age for Tobacco Products to 21, Dec 2016. Accessed Dec. 21, 2016,
from http://bit.ly/2389F6N.

Percentage of Kentucky adults who favor raising the minimum legal
age to buy tobacco products from 18 to 21*
58%

Kentucky adults
By polical party identification

65%

Independent
Democratic

59%

Republican

59%

* KHIP asked, “Some people favor increasing the minimum legal age to purchase tobacco products
from 18 years of age to 21 years of age while others do not. What about you? Do you favor or
oppose increasing the minimum legal age to purchase tobacco products from 18 years of age
to 21 years of age?”

the legal age to buy tobacco
to 21. About half of adults in
the Lexington area (53%) and
Northern Kentucky (51%) favored
raising the age to 21.

was similar to 2015 (60%).

Support across
political parties
Majorities of Independents (65%),
Democrats (59%) and Republicans
(59%) all favored raising the
minimum legal age to buy
tobacco products from 18 to 21.

Support varies
across Kentucky
About 6 in 10 Kentucky adults
in Western (61%) and
Eastern Kentucky (60%)
and in the Louisville
area (59%)
favored raising

Percentage of Kentucky adults who
favor raising the minimum legal age
to buy tobacco products from
18 to 21, by region
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These findings, unless otherwise noted, are from the Kentucky Health Issues Poll, funded by the Foundation for a Healthy Kentucky and Interact for Health. The
Kentucky Health Issues Poll was conducted Sept. 11-Oct. 19, 2016, by the Institute for Policy Research at the University of Cincinnati. A random sample of 1,580
adults from throughout Kentucky was interviewed by telephone. This included 827 landline interviews and 753 cell phone interviews with cell phone users.
In 95 of 100 cases, the statewide estimates will be accurate to ±2.5%. There are other sources of variation inherent in public opinion studies, such as nonresponse, question wording, or context effects that can introduce error or bias. For more information about the Kentucky Health Issues Poll, please visit www.
healthy-ky.org or www.interactforhealth.org/kentucky-health-issues-poll.

